78                      AMONG THE BEDOUINS

On a number of occasions I visited other hareemlik of
the encampment, taking care, however, that I was always
accompanied by Mitkhal or Mansour, since, after all, I
was not of their own people.

A feminine custom of tattooing the chin was far from
universal with the women of the Beni Sakhr. Less than a
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third of them were tattooed, and very few wore the nose-
ring, which is common among the gypsy Bedouins.

Among the women, I never saw any apparel or trinkets
of European origin or design. Their jewelry was always
the heavy, hand wrought native type from the bazaars of
Baghdad, Medina, or Damascus, usually silver.

It is true that the Bedouin women, even in the highly
raced tribes, break early, in the sense that they lose their
bloom and freshness, but they preserve their splendid,